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Introduction 
This study aims at providing students with basic historical background on the French Revolution, which discerned a turning point in the history and culture of the period 1780–1830. The study shall make use of a combination of research resources from library sources, internet sources to complete the course module. Simply, this course condenses a sequence of boisterous happenings in France and Europe; a succession of political constitutions and legislative acts to focus on the Revolution's significance.  
The French Revolution is a period that represented the heart of the cultural shift from Enlightenment to Romanticism predominantly in France and Europe. This era marked a decisive break in the history of France and Europe, whereby it enhanced psychological, intellectual and cultural change. In a nutshell, the revolutionary period opened up new horizons and possibilities in the social and economic structure of France. It is during this period that a conviction was established under the perspective that state and society could be reconstituted with a notion of realizing social and individual goals and human happiness.
Since one course can't expound fully on the complexity of French Revolutionary France,  a period whose significance has continued to preoccupy contemporaries as well as continued to engage historians ever since, a series of research through assignments shall be employed.  The assignments shall be lengthy and research-oriented to facilitate reading and understanding of the course module. This is aimed at pointing a way towards engaging with other sources, documents and illustrations allied with the course. 
Required Readings
Social science perspective
Sa'Adah, A. (2014). The shaping of liberal politics in revolutionary France: A comparative perspective (Vol. 1135). Princeton University Press.
This book marshals historical resources to make a descriptive argument in social theory regarding the various historical revolutions of the 17th and 18th centuries. Predominantly, the book takes a comparative approach by comparing the liberal revolution in France to that of other liberal revolutions in America and England.  In the book, it is argued that political upheavals in France led to the revolutions whose main objectives were to recast France’s political institution, as well as to reshape and remould her economic and social life. This book is significant for this study because it takes a reflective discourse to illustrate how the French revolutions were decisive in shaping and directing the contemporary politics in France. 
Tackett, T. (2014). Becoming a revolutionary: the deputies of the French National Assembly and the emergence of a revolutionary culture (1789-1790) (Vol. 334). Princeton University Press.
 	This book expounds on some of the diverse explanations of the origins of the French
Revolution. Tackett (2014) primarily examines the psychological itineraries of the individuals who propelled it; the deputies of the Estates-General and the National Assembly. in the book, it is identified that the deputies mobilized psychological routes not only for achieving the revolutionary transformation of administrative and political structures but also for the social system. This book is significant because it takes a social stance in explaining how the revolutions were psychologically staged in an attempt to uproot vital cultural and religious values that had held influence in France for centuries.
Pasco, A. H. (2016). Revolutionary love in eighteenth-and early nineteenth-century France. Routledge.
 	In this book, Pasco (2016) carves out a new field; sociological literature in which he offers an intuitive commentary regarding the nexus of literature and society.  In greater detail, Pasco (2016) examines the conceptual shift in the model of love in 18th century France by relying on history, psychology and sociology as points of reference. His focus resonates around how historical love and passion aligned to the demands of family, king and deity. For instance, love and passion were considered un-ideal as they brought destructive fantasies, scourges of divorce in the larger society. This book is significant for this study since it points out the sociological setting of Revolutionary France by illuminating how the ideals of love faired in French society.
Human perspective 
Ruddick, W. (2016). Liberty trees and loyal oaks: emblematic presences in some English poems of the French Revolutionary period. In Reflections of Revolution (pp. 59-67). Routledge.
 	This book illustrates how more original attitudes to trees, developed in the French Revolutionary as well as early Napoleonic periods. To a greater extent, Ruddick (2016) illustrates how the politicizing of certain types of trees in Radical iconography failed to spin the imagination of the popular English poets of the France revolutionary period. Riddick (2016) identifies that in France the vogue for trees of liberty seemed to have waned rapidly with Robespierre's death. The trees of liberty were used by the poets of the time to express their views of society.  They directly linked the trees with the kingdom, under the assertion that society and its constitution develop slowly but surely towards ideal excellence through time.  This book is significant for this study as it takes a human perspective by employing how poetry was constructed and used to illustrate society during the Revolutionary France era.
Freund, A. (2014). Portraiture and politics in revolutionary France. Penn State Press.
This book centers on how portraiture was used as a mode of representation for judgment or emulation during Revolutionary France. Portraiture was considered central to the French culture during the revolutionary period, specifically during 1789 and 1804 primarily based on how it grappled with the critical problems of revolutionary political ideology. In this book, Freund (2014) highlights various ways in which portraiture was used as a mode of representation of most fundamental issues to render them legible to viewers. Additionally, Freund conducts an in-depth exploration of the visual language of revolutionary portraits by further demonstrating how portraiture played a significant role in the era’s cultural imagination. This book is significant because it demonstrates how portraiture played an important role during the revolutionary era in French society.
Stara, A. (2017). The Museum of French Monuments 1795-1816:'Killing art to make history'. Routledge.
This book presents an all-inclusive picture of a seminal project of French Revolutionary cultural policy. The book provides a new critical perspective of the Museum's significance and persistent relevance to the history of material culture. This takes a comparative approach whereby cultural and intellectual context of the debate focused on how the idea of nationhood, emerging modernity, could impact attitudes to art and its histories. The study highlights how the Museum of French Monuments holds the first chronological panorama of French art, and how it also drew the ire of critics regarding the monuments' artistic integrity. This book is significant because it enables us to define our understanding of notions of French heritage, artistry, and monument, by examining of nature of art and its relationship to Revolutionary France.
 Assignments 
1. Describe the main events of the French Revolution 1789–99 and demonstrate how these were of significance in the shift in European culture from Enlightenment to Romanticism? (40 marks)
2. Based on the course module and selected contemporary texts, documents and illustrations of the Revolution period, employ both the social sciences and humanities perspective as to why we should appreciate the French Revolution and its significance? (30 marks)
3. Having completed the course study, you are required to expound on how the burdens of the feudal system and the class structure of the three estates lead to the French Revolution? Also, expound on how the resentment of the French monarchy by the ordinary citizen led to the French Revolution? (30 marks).
Flyer 
In most cases, students perceive a revolution with a period filled up with military-led governance; however, this is not the case with the era of Revolutionary France. This guideline is a thought-provoking program to help students grasp the significance of the French Revolution and the broader political era in which these events occurred as it will involve the use of displays and Gallery walk tours. This guideline is an excellent resource for understanding French Revolution based on how it provides a yardstick for understanding how political ideas develop, the causes and consequences of the Revolution, and how this period that affected the course of world history.

